David A. Olson

From: Marc C. Laredo

Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2020 12:25 PM
To: Zachery LeMel

Cc: David A. Olson

Subject: Garage doors and driveways

Mr. LeMel,

I am following up on your recent presentation regarding garage doors and driveways (Mr. Olson - please post
this email and send it to the full Council). | think we can all agree that we do not want garage doors to be the
prominent features of our houses and it is appropriate to regulate the size and location of garages and
driveways in our zoning code. However, as always, the details matter. Some initial questions/thoughts:

1. Please tell us the exact source of the draft language that is being used for standards for garages and
driveways. Please identify the professionals (architects, engineers, construction personnel) you have
consulted in preparing the draft language.

2. My understanding is that you are recommending that the entrance to a driveway be no greater than 10
feet at the entrance and that this 10 foot width be extended 10 feet into the property from the edge of the
sidewalk nearest the property line. Is that correct?

3. Have you measured the width of the average snow plow that is used to clear driveways when making this
calculation?

4. Have you gone out to our existing neighborhoods and applied these measurements to existing properties
in Newton? While we want to be careful not to rely on anecdotal evidence or personal experience, | took
quick measurements of my own driveway (single family house, single car entrance to a relatively modest
driveway, side facing, two car (with separate doors) garage tucked underneath the house - basically what we
are talking about as one of the model garage types) and the width of the driveway at the entrance is much
greater than ten feet. The first part of the driveway as it goes into my property also is greater than ten feet
wide and there is barely enough space to fully open both front doors of a car simultaneously in that portion of
the driveway. Walking around my neighborhood, there many places where the curb cut is wide enough to fit
two cars - this allows them to be side by side in a relatively modest driveway. Having a driveway be only ten
feet wide would make the site less functional and require more paving. In a residential setting like my
neighborhood, | have not noticed safety issues with driveway entrances of that width (the result would be
very different in a commercial area or with an entrance to an apartment building). | urge my colleagues to
take the tape measure to their own properties and walk around their neighborhoods. The point is that we
need to do real world measurements before we impose standards.

5. One of the proposals is to have a "rutted driveway" until you get to a fully paved parking area. Have you
examined how snow would be removed in those circumstances, the costs of such installations, or the work
required to install and maintain them?

6. You recommend pervious surfaces for driveways. What is the relative cost of installing and maintaining
them versus a fully paved driveway.



Thank you in advance for your assistance

Marc



