City Clerk

City of Newton

Memorandum

To: Newton City Council & Election Commission
From: David A. Olson

Re: Special Election
Date: January 3, 2020

Councilors and Commissioners,

As you know, a Referendum Petition has been filed asking the City Council to reverse its
approval of the Change of Zone for the parcels of land that are part of the “Northland”
project.

If the Council chooses to reverse its decision, I have been asked to review: when a Special
Election to place the Referendum question before the voters could be held, how much it
would cost, what the turnout is at special elections, and whether it would be possible to hold
this Special Election in conjunction with the Presidential Primaries on March 3, 2020. Below
1s my analysis:

Time Frame

The City Charter places the default date of a Referendum petition question at the next
regularly scheduled Municipal Election. This would be the November 2, 2021 Municipal
Election. If the Council chooses to call a Special Election, it must be held within 120 days.
With the timeframes for Council business, printing ballots, and organizing an election, if the
Council were to approve a date for a Special Election at one of its regularly scheduled
meetings in January, there would be no difficulty scheduling a Special Election between mid-
March and early May.

Scheduling a Special Municipal Election for March 3, 2020.
It is possible to do this, but it will require a special meeting, or meetings, of the City Council
before mid-January to accomplish this. The last possible dates for each step are:

Northland Zoning Approved by City Council Monday, December 2, 2019
20 days to collect 3,032 signatures Monday, December 23, 2019
Signatures Certified by Clerk’s Office (4,255 signatures) on Friday, January 3, 2020
Setting a date for the Election docketed with Council Monday, January 6, 2020

Two-day period for Public review of certification ends 5:00 pm, Tuesday. January 7, 2020

1000 Commonwealth Avenue = Newton, MA 02459
www.newtonma.gov



Election Commission to review any objections 6:30 pm, Tuesday, January 7, 2020

Special Council meeting to vote repeal or set election date Wednesday, January 8, 2020
Ballots to printer 14 days before they must be available January 14, 2020
Ballots must be available at least 35 days before election January 28, 2020
Commission’s Informational flyer to printer 14 days before mailed February 4, 2020

Commission’s Informational Flyer mailed at least 14 days before election February 18, 2020

Presidential Primary and Special Municipal Election Tuesday, March 3, 2020

Budget

The cost to add a Special Municipal Election in conjunction with the Presidential Primary
will be approximately $32,917. The cost of holding a stand-alone Special Election in the
Spring will be approximately $145,902

March 3, 2020 Election ~ Municipal Special Election

with 5 days Early Voting & Central Tabulation No Early Voting
512001 SEASONAL WAGES $49,760.00 $42,400.00
513001 REGULAR OVERTIME $960.00 $960.00
513004 WORK BY OTHER DEPTS. $59,000.00 $59,000.00
514402 ELECTION TRAINING STIPEND $4,725.00 $4,725.00
5275 RENTAL/LEASE - PROPERTY $2,000.00 $2,000.00
5290 CLEANING/CUSTODIAL SVS $1,300.00 $1,300.00
5341 POSTAGE $2,500.00 $1,250.00
5342 PRINTING $4,000.00 $1,000.00
5343 ADVERTISING/PUBLICATIONS $2,500.00 $1,000.00
5586 VOTING MACHINE SUPPLIES $5,500.00 $5,500.00
MUNICIPAL BALLOT PRINTING $15,595.00 $15,195.00
REFERRENDUM MAILER/POSTAGE $11,572.00 $11,572.00
Total Cost $159,412.00 $145,902.00
Cost to add special election $32,917.00
Turnout
Gre- Votes
Presidential Primaries Dem Rep Lib Rain Cast  Voters  Turnout
2016  Trump Elected 23,495 6,310 17 29,822 59,046 51%
2012 Obama Re-elected 2,842 3,624 14 6,480 54,620 12%
2008 Obama Elected 24,724 5,007 27 29,758 52,971 56%
2004  Bush Re-elected 13,113 521 10 15 13,659 47,731 29%
2000 Bush Elected 12,563 5,261 8 17,832 49,502 36%
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Votes

Special Elections Cast  Voters Turnout
2014  Special Municipal Ward 3 Only 1,819 7,156 25%
2013  Special Senate and at-Large Ward 1 06/25/13 21,827 54,783 40%
2013  Special Senate Primary 08/30/13 13,731 55,409 25%
2013  Special Municipal Overrides 03/12/13 17,890 55,412 32%
2012  Special Municipal 03/06/12 6,840 54,620 13%
2011 Special 10th Rep 05/10/11 519 5,025 10%
2011 Special 10th Rep Primary 04/12/11 618 5,011 12%
2010 Special Senate 01/19/10 35,042 55,600 63%
2009  Special Senate Primary 12/08/09 17,138 55,524 31%
2008  Special Municipal Override 5/20/2008 24,564 52,497 47%
2007 Newton North Referendum 01/23/07 14574 45,386 32%
2004  Special Municipal at-Large Ward 6 05/04/04 4,463 48,277 9%
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