Programs & Services Committee Report

City of Newton
In City Council

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Present: Councilors Rice, Brousal-Glaser, Albright, Greenberg, Schwartz and Baker
Absent: Councilors Kalis and Krintzman
Also Present: Councilors Norton, Kelley and Cote
City Staff Present: Karyn Dean (Committee Clerk)
#192-19 Reappointment of Seth Bai as Veterans Services Officer
HER HONOR THE MAYOR reappointing SETH BAI as the City of Newton’s VETERANS

SERVICES OFFICER for a term to expire May 18, 2020. (60 days: 7/19/19)
Action: Programs & Services Approved 4-0 (Councilors Schwartz and Baker not voting)

Note: This item is recommending the reappointment of Seth Bai as the Veterans Services Officer.
Committee members noted they met with Mr. Bai recently at his budget session and have been
very pleased with his service to the veterans of Newton. Because this is a reappointment, Mr. Bai
was not required to attend the meeting. The Committee voted to approve the reappointment, 4-0.

Referred to Zoning & Planning and Programs & Services Committee
#144-19 HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting amendments to the City of Newton Ordinances,
Chapters 3,7, 10, 13, 17, 18, 20, 21, 22 and 30 to rename the Department of Parks &
Recreation to the Department of Parks, Recreation and Culture.
Action: Programs & Services Approved 4-0 (Councilors Schwartz and Baker not voting)

Note: The Chair explained that the Parks & Recreation Department would be absorbing the Culture
division into its title at the request of the Mayor. The Culture Department, previously headed by
Linda Plaut, has always been under the Parks & Recreation domain. The reference to the
department can also be found in the zoning ordinance, therefore this item must go to the Zoning &
Planning Committee as well. A public hearing will be held and any questions relative to how the
department will function may be answered at that time as Mr. Yeo, the Chief Operating Officer,
and Commissioner of Parks & Recreation, Bob DeRubeis, were not in attendance. The Committee
voted to approve the name change in the ordinances, with the exception of the zoning ordinance,
which will be taken up in Zoning & Planning Committee.



#589-18

Action:
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Referred to Public Safety & Trans. and Programs & Services Committees

HRL to allow the Fire Chief to continue beyond the mandatory retirement age

HER HONOR THE MAYOR requesting Home Rule Legislation to allow Fire Chief Bruce
Proia to continue employment as the Fire Chief of the City of Newton beyond the
mandatory retirement age.

Programs & Services voted No Action Necessary 4-0 (Councilors Schwartz and
Baker not voting)

Note: This item is recommended for a vote of No Action Necessary as Gino Lucchetti has been
appointed Fire Chief. The Committee voted No Action Necessary 4-0.

#543-18

Action:

Resolution to replace Columbus Day with Indigenous People’s Day

COUNCILORS NORTON AND DANBERG requesting a Resolution to the Mayor and
School Committee to require City and School Departments to change all references
on City and School documents and calendars from “Columbus Day” to “Indigenous
People’s Day”.

Programs & Services Held 6-0

Note: The report on this item will be available on Monday, June 17t

Respectfully Submitted,

John B. Rice, Chair
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