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#426‐16  Resolution to affirm Newton’s commitment to tolerance and diversity 
COUNCILORS SANGIOLO, KALIS, NORTON, HESS‐MAHAN, BROUSAL‐GLASER, 
HARNEY, AUCHINCLOSS, ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY offering a Resolution to affirm 
the City of Newton's commitment to inclusiveness, tolerance and diversity and will 
continue to welcome and protect all peoples into our community regardless of race, 
ethnicity, national origin, religious beliefs, age, sexual orientation, disabilities and 
gender.  [12/5/2016 @ 9:13 AM] 

 
 
 
Items not Scheduled for Discussion at this meeting: 
 

Referred to Programs & Services Committees and Public Facilities 
#12‐17   Request for updates on the Library Expansion Project 
  COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT AND BLAZAR requesting periodic updates from 

the Library Trustees and Library Director on the Library expansion project. 
[01/03/2017 @ 3:55 PM] 

 

Referred to Programs & Services Committees and Public Facilities 
#13‐17   Request for updates on the Archive Expansion Project 
  COUNCILORS CROSSLEY, ALBRIGHT, AND BLAZAR requesting periodic updates from 

the City Clerk on the Archives expansion project. [01/03/2017 @ 3:56 PM] 

 
 
#336‐16  Request for a Resolution embracing Free Speech 
  COUNCILOR AUCHINCLOSS requesting a Resolution reflecting the will of the City 

Council that punishing Newton North High School students for displaying the 
Confederate Flag is contrary to Newton’s embrace of free speech, and that the 
display does not rise to the Supreme Court’s standard of protecting schools from 
substantial disruption to educational program or discipline.  [09/30/16 @ 9:45 AM] 

 
#363‐16  Amendment to the City Council Rules for yearly review of City Clerk’s salary 

PRESIDENT  LENNON  AND  VICE  PRESIDENT  LAPPIN  requesting  an  amendment  to 
Article XI of the Rules and Orders of the City Council to require an annual review of 
the salary of the City Clerk/Clerk of the Council. [10/26/16 @ 3:58 PM] 

 
Referred to Land Use, Programs & Services, and Finance Committees 

#256‐16    Request to extend notification area of notice for special permit petitions  
  COUNCILORS  COTE,  NORTON,  HARNEY,  BLAZER,  BROUSAL‐GLASER,  AND  LEARY 

requesting an amendment to the City Council Rules, Article X; Section 6 – Additional 
Notification  Requirements,  to  include  that  the  area  of  notice  for  special  permit 
petitions  be  expanded  beyond  the  abutters  to  abutters  within  300’  required  by 
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Massachusetts  General  Law  Chapter  40A  to  also  include  property  owners within 
600’ of  the  subject property.   This notification will  apply  to  all  classes of building 
except for residential 1 and 2‐family units that will remain 1 or 2‐family units after 
receiving a special permit.   Only abutters to abutters within 300’ will be entitled to 
the rights conferred by Massachusetts General Law Chapter 40A.  

  [07/01/16 @2:09 PM] 

 
#300‐16  Ordinance to register lobbyists 

COUNCILORS  COTE,  NORTON  AND  HARNEY  proposing  an  ordinance  to  register 
lobbyists in the City of Newton. [08/10/16 @ 3:11 AM] 

 
#37‐16              Resolution to state officials requesting a carbon fee 
                           COUNCILOR NORTON requesting a Resolution to state officials calling for a fee on 

carbon to curb climate change.  [01/22/16 @ 10:34 AM] 
 
#36‐16              Resolution to state officials supporting fossil fuel divestment 
                           COUNCILOR NORTON requesting a Resolution to state officials supporting fossil fuel 

divestment. [01/22/16 @ 10:34 AM] 

 
Referred to Finance and Appropriate Committees 

#359‐16  Submittal of the FY 2018 to FY 2021 Capital Improvement Plan 
  HIS HONOR THE MAYOR submitting the Fiscal Years 2018 to 2022 Capital 

Improvement Plan pursuant to section 5‐3 of the Newton City Charter.  [10/11/16 @ 
11:28 AM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#344‐16  Discussion regarding oversight of all city/school buildings to improve efficiencies 
COUNCILOR  LAPPIN  requesting  a  discussion  regarding  the  Public  Buildings 
Department overseeing all public buildings,  including School Department  facilities, 
to improve efficiencies. [10/07/16 @ 10:47 AM] 

#301‐16  Amendment to the Tree Preservation Ordinance 
  COUNCILOR  SANGIOLO  requesting  an  amendment  to  the  Tree  Preservation 

Ordinance so that any tree removal requested by a city department be forwarded to 
the  Urban  Tree  Commission  and  all  tree  removal  requests  under  the  Tree 
Preservation Ordinance be posted online  to  give  residents  and  interested  citizens 
notification. [08/09/16 @10:30 PM] 

 
#264‐16  Ord. requiring Councilor notice of and involvement in street tree waiver requests 

COUNCILORS HESS‐MAHAN, NORTON, KALIS, COTE, DANBERG, HARNEY, SANGIOLO, 
LEARY  AND  YATES  requesting  an  ordinance  requiring  that  Councilors  from  each 
respective ward be given notice and a meaningful opportunity to object to granting 
a hardship waiver or permit to remove a street tree. [07/21/16 @ 11:40 AM] 
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Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities and Finance Committees 
#175‐16  Authorization to enter into a settlement agreement with National Grid.  
  HIS  HONOR  THE  MAYOR  requesting  authorization  for  the  City  to  enter  into  a 

settlement agreement with Boston Gas Company d/b/a National Grid.  [04/25/16 @ 
6:52 PM]   

 
#158‐16  Ordinance to require notice on gas pumps relative to climate change 

COUNCILORS  NORTON  AND  SANGIOLO  requesting  an  ordinance  that  requires  a 
notice posted on  retail gas  station pumps within  the City of Newton  that  informs 
consumers that burning gasoline contributes to climate change; and a  link to a City 
website  page  offering  information  regarding  alternatives  to  gasoline  powered 
transportation,  including  walking,  biking,  public  transit  and  electric  vehicles. 
[04/25/16 @ 9:02 AM] 

 
#56‐16  Ordinance amendment to add statutory references to policy on housing practices 
  COUNCILOR HESS‐MAHAN requesting an amendment to Chapter 12, Section 50(b) 

Policy of the city regarding housing practices, to add statutory references to Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964; the Americans with Disabilities Act; Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973; the Age Discrimination Act; and any other applicable 
state or federal laws that were inadvertently omitted from the current ordinance. 
[02/08/16 @ 1:51 PM] 

 
#37‐16  Resolution to state officials requesting a carbon fee 
  COUNCILOR NORTON requesting a Resolution to state officials calling for a fee on 

carbon to curb climate change.  [01/22/16 @ 10:34 AM] 
 
#36‐16  Resolution to state officials supporting fossil fuel divestment 
  COUNCILOR NORTON requesting a Resolution to state officials supporting fossil fuel 

divestment. [01/22/16 @ 10:34 AM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#27‐16  Updates from the Administration on the renovations at the Aquinas site 
  PROGRAMS & SERVICES AND PUBLIC FACILITIES COMMITTEES requesting that the 

School Department and/or Executive Department provide updates on removal of 
asbestos and other toxic materials that were identified at the Aquinas site, the scope 
and timing of window replacement in particular, and renovations that may be 
necessary to facilitate short and long‐term plans for uses and operations at the site.  
[01/10/16 @ 1:14 PM] 

 



Programs & Services Committee 
                                                                                                                            Wednesday, January 18, 2017 

Page 5 
 

 
 
 

Referred to Programs & Services and Public Safety & Transportation Committees 
#312‐15  Update from Health Department on opiate overdose epidemic 
  ALD. COTE, HARNEY AND NORTON, requesting a review and discussion of the opiate 

overdose epidemic including an update from the Health Department appraising the 
board on the current situation to include comparative statistics from previous years 
as to the number of opiate overdoses handled by first responders.  In addition, what 
is being done immediately to take this on and what support can the Board provide.   

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#201‐15  Discussion of the condition of the Kennard Estate on Dudley Road 
  ALD. SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of Public Buildings, 

the Commissioner of Parks and Recreation, and the Executive Department regarding 
the condition of the property located at 246 Dudley Road (Kennard Estate) and how 
much, if any, repairs and upgrades will be needed as the City relocates the Parks and 
Recreation Department to that location. [09/01/15 @ 4:00 PM] 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#141‐15  Discussion on tracking the gas utility infrastructure in Newton 
  ALD. BROUSAL‐GLASER, SANGIOLO, HESS‐MAHAN, COTE, NORTON AND ALBRIGHT 

requesting a discussion with the Director of Urban Forestry, a representative of the 
Department of Public Works and a representative of the Law Department about 
tracking and improving the condition of the gas utility infrastructure in Newton, new 
state statutes governing infrastructure repairs, coordination of increased repair 
work with city operations, the status of negotiations with National Grid to 
compensate for tree deaths resulting from gas leaks, and the possibility of creating a 
utilities working group to monitor progress on these and related issues.  
05/26/15 @ 2:53 PM]   

 
Referred to Public Facil, Programs & Services and Public Safety & Trans Committees 
#46‐15  Discussion of parking options and permits at municipal & school parking lots  
  ALD. JOHNSON & CICCONE, requesting a discussion with the Commissioner of 

Department of Public Works and the School Department to determine and discuss 
parking options including use of school properties based on the current municipal 
parking lot programs including the issuance of permits. [02/11/15 @1:35 PM] 

 
#483‐14  Resolution to promote cooperative programs with food establishments 
  PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE proposing a RESOLUTION to promote a 

cooperative program with food establishments in the City, the Newton‐Needham 
Chamber of Commerce, the Economic Development Commission, the Director of 
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Economic Development and members of the Board of Aldermen, to find 
opportunities for these establishments to provide their food services for events in 
the City. [12/02/14 @ 3:56 PM] 

 
#377‐14  Discussion of proposed changes of use of the Senior Center 
  THE PROGRAMS & SERVICES COMMITTEE requesting a discussion with the Director 

of Senior Services, the Council on Aging and the Executive Department relative to 
changes in the use of the Senior Center at 345 Walnut Street. [10/16/14 @ 5:43 PM] 

 

Referred to Programs & Services and Finance Committees 
#216‐14  ALD. HESS‐MAHAN, ALBRIGHT, BAKER, CROSSLEY, NORTON AND SANGIOLO 

proposing the following amendments to Chapter 12 Health and Human Services of 
the Revised Ordinances to:  

 require owners of dwellings requiring a Certificate of Habitability under Section 
12‐1 and real estate agents/brokers who receive compensation in connection 
with the particular real estate transaction to notify the Commissioner of Health 
and Human Services whenever an apartment, tenement, or room in a lodging 
house is vacated by the occupant or when an area in an existing building is 
converted to a condominium prior to being reoccupied by a new tenant, lodger 
or occupant;  

 require educational institutions to disclose addresses of undergraduates living 
off‐campus in Newton;  

 require a fee for certification; and  

 impose a fine for violation of these provisions. [05/14/14 @11:51 AM]  
FINANCE VOTED NO ACTION NECESSARY 7‐0 12/14/15 

 
Referred to Programs & Services and Public Facilities Committees 

#119‐14  ALD. ALBRIGHT AND CROSSLEY requesting discussion with the Inspectional Services 
Department to explain the development of short and long term  plans to identify 
and correct buildings, sidewalks, playgrounds, etc., that do not conform to American 
Disability Act (ADA) standards.  The discussion should include information on how 
improvements will be incorporated into the Capital Improvement Plan or if less than 
$75,000 into a comprehensive budget plan to correct ADA deficiencies.  [03/12/14 
@ 4:18 PM] 

 
#398‐13          ALD. BAKER & DANBERG requesting a discussion of a possible ordinance, regulations 

or otherwise, to complement zoning regulation of any licensed Registered Marijuana 
Dispensaries to respond to any secondary impacts so as to make the operation of 
such dispensaries as successful as possible. [10/28/13 @ 10:00 AM]   

 
#34‐13  ALD. DANBERG, ALBRIGHT, BLAZAR, RICE, LINSKY AND CROSSLEY requesting a 

prohibition on polystyrene‐based disposable food or beverage containers in the City 
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of Newton if that packaging takes place on the premises of food establishments 
within the City. [01/03/13 @ 11:01 AM]   

 
Referred to Finance and Appropriate Committees 

#257‐12  RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending (1) review of the Fees, Civil Fines/Non‐
Criminal Disposition contained in Chapter 17 LICENSING AND PERMITS GENERALLY 
and Chapter 20 CIVIL FINES/NON‐CRIMINAL DISPOSITION CIVIL FINES to ensure they 
are in accordance with what is being charged and (2) review of the acceptance of G.L. 
c. 40 §22F, accepted on July 9, 2001, which allows certain municipal boards and 
officers to fix reasonable fees for the issuance of certain licenses, permits, or 
certificates.   

 
#229‐12  RECODIFICATION COMMITTEE recommending a review and possible amendment to 

the Board of Aldermen Rules & Orders 2012‐2013 relative to review of draft 
ordinances by the Law Department.   

 
Referred to Programs & Services, Public Facilities and Finance Committees 

#312‐10   ALD. LENNON, LAPPIN, SCHNIPPER, SANGIOLO requesting a discussion with the 
School Committee on its plans to address space needs in the Newton public schools. 
[10/27/10 @11:07 AM]   

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
John B. Rice, Chair 
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Fact Sheet on the 

Welcoming City Ordinance 
 
 
 
 

Although the Mayor’s One Newton Statement and the Councilors’ Welcoming City 
Ordinance differ on how to best address Donald Trump’s draconian agenda on immigration, on 
one crucial point there is resounding consensus. Trump’s threat, to deport millions of immigrants 
living peaceful, productive lives among us, is a stab at the heart of Newton’s vision of one 
welcoming community.  
 
 The differences between the Statement and the Ordinance are more in approach than 
objectives but these differences are substantial nonetheless, and critical to achieving the mutual 
ends both measures strive for. We believe that in each instance the clear enforceable provisions 
of the Ordinance are superior to the more general, changeable language of the Statement in 
achieving our common goals. For example:  
 
A. In their most central parts both proposals look favorably on protecting peaceful, law-
abiding immigrants from the Trump juggernaut, while frowning upon the Police Department 
becoming mired in the morass of enforcement of civil immigration law. 
 
 The three key sections of the Welcoming City Ordinance provide clear unequivocal 
protections to those people.  
 
Sec 2-402.  Requesting or Maintaining Information Prohibited.  No City Agency, or agent 
shall request or maintain information about, or otherwise investigate or assist in the 
investigation of, the citizenship or immigration status of any person unless such inquiry is 
required by valid state or federal law or judicial decision. 
 
Sec 2-403. Disclosing information prohibited.  Except as otherwise provided under valid 
federal law, no City agency or agent shall disclose information regarding the citizenship or 
immigration status of any person. 
 
Sec 2-405.  Use of City Resources Prohibited.  No City Agency or agent shall use City funds, 
resources, facilities, property, equipment, or personnel to assist in the enforcement of federal 
civil immigration law or to gather or disseminate information regarding the citizenship or 
immigration status of any person, unless such assistance is required by valid federal or state 
law… 
 
 These provisions, having the force of law, protect peaceful law-abiding immigrants living 
productive lives in our community from summary imprisonment or deportation or both.  
 
 These provisions also ensure that not just the Police Department, but every other city 
agency as well, can focus on the duties the City has assigned them - the challenging job of 
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providing Newton citizens the highest quality of services - without the additional unwanted, 
unnecessary, counterproductive burdens that may be imposed upon them by the federal INS. 
 
 Finally these provisions mean that this City will stand steadfast behind its vision of 
Newton as One Welcoming Community in the face of Trump’s divisive agenda. 
 
   
 
 The ordinance connected to the One Newton Statement upon cursory inspection appears 
to protect immigrant status as well: 
 
 
 “(1) Immigration status shall have no bearing on a person’s treatment by officials and 
employees of the city.  There is no expectation that officials and employees of the city will report 
persons to federal immigration authorities based on immigration status.   
 
   (2)   Interactions with federal immigration authorities by the Newton Police Department will 
be in accordance with the One Newton: Foundational Guidelines for Community Policing to 
Promote Safety for All.” 
 
 But upon further examination these protections are less real than illusory.  
 
 
 First, the One Newton Proposal does not categorically prevent the City from reporting 
peaceful, law-abiding immigrants to the federal government. It merely says “there is no 
expectation the City will report persons to federal immigration authorities based on immigration 
status”.  
 
 This is no protection at all. Expectations change. If this or a subsequent administration 
decides to give in to federal pressure and start reporting law-abiding immigrants, it would merely 
be a change in “expectations” not a violation of the ordinance. They could do so without Council 
approval or even notice. The ordinance would be no protection at all.  
 
 Contrast this with the Welcoming City Ordinance’s clear prohibition:  
 
 “Sec 2-402.  Requesting or Maintaining Information Prohibited.  No City Agency, or 
agent shall request or maintain information about, or otherwise investigate or assist in the 
investigation of, the citizenship or immigration status of any person unless such inquiry is 
required by valid state or federal law or judicial decision.” 
 
 Second, the One Newton proposal is further weakened by tying “Police Department 
interactions with the federal immigration authorities” to the One Newton Statement. 
 
The Statement provides: 
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  “The Newton Police Department does not take action on civil immigration matters. In most 
cases, by the time that an undocumented alien is flagged by the fingerprint system, they have 
already been processed out of police custody to the Newton District Court.” 
 
 But this falls short of providing real protection in four critical ways. 
 

First, it’s policy not law. Therefore it is changeable at a moment’s notice. If a new 
administration, or a new Police Chief has a different view, or just changes his mind, that 
statement of policy could be changed or worse ignored, in an instant. Without any notice 
to the public or action by or notice to the City Council, Newton could become a 
participant in the wholesale imprisonment of peaceful, productive immigrants dwelling 
among us. 
 
Second, it is vague. “In most cases, by the time that an undocumented alien is flagged… 
they have already been processed out.” What about those individuals who have not been 
“processed out”? Nothing in the statement prevents the City from handing over their 
information to the INS. What if the INS sent the Police Department a Civil Immigration 
Detainer Request? Again nothing in the Statement prevents the City from detaining an 
individual not for a crime but solely on the basis of an INS document. 
 
Third, it is only a statement of present practice. For the future it holds no guarantees.  
 

Fourth, it only covers the Police Department. None of the other agencies which might come upon 
sensitive information would receive any protection.   The One Newton policy also proposes a 
change to Article V Sect 12-50 to say “There is no expectation that officials and employees of the 
city will report persons to federal immigration authorities based on immigration status.”   This 
change is unclear and certainly does not mandate how city employees must behave in this regard. 

 
 

 The sponsors of the Welcoming City Ordinance urge the supporters of the One Newton 
Statement to make the protections that we both support explicit and enforceable so that the reality 
of our laws will match the rhetoric of our statements. 
  
 

B. In a second critical way both the Statement and the Ordinance are steadfast in their 
determination to provide for protection against individuals who are a danger to 
society. Sec 405 (f) of the Ordinance provides: “This section shall not apply when an 
investigation conducted by or information received by any City Agency indicates that 
the subject of the investigation 

1. Has an outstanding criminal warrant 
2. Has been convicted of a serious felony in any court of competent 

jurisdiction;  
3. Is being investigated for terrorism.”  
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  While the Statement provides: “Police do reserve the right to cooperate with 
 Immigration  & Customs Enforcement (ICE) when terrorism is suspected or when a 
 serious felony has been committed by an undocumented alien and the individual is 
 considered to be a threat to the safety of others, consistent with the federal Priority 
 Enforcement Program (PEP).” 
  It is the intent of both the Statement and the Ordinance to reflect the current 
 Police practice. 
 
  C. What happens under the Ordinance and the Statement if the federal 
government requires the City to assist it in the enforcement of immigration laws?  Don’t city 
officials have to comply with the demands of federal officers to help with the administration of a 
federal law? 
 
  The more pertinent question is “Does the federal government have the right to 
demand that city officials do anything to administer federal law? The answer is a resounding 
“no”.   As Justice Scalia wrote in Printz v. United States “The Federal Government’s power 
would be augmented immeasurably and impermissibly if it were able to impress into its service – 
and at no cost to itself – the police officers of the 50 states.” 922. 
  
 In fact in its more than two hundred year history the U.S. Supreme Court has never 
upheld any federal law requiring state or local officials to play an involuntary role in 
administering a federal program. The only danger is the Supreme Court has held that if a state or 
city was found to comply voluntarily, compliance was allowed. 
 
 Under the Welcoming City Ordinance, the prohibitions, having the force of law, would 
resist this federal encroachment upon local government autonomy. 
  
 With the One Newton Statement no one knows what would happen. “The City will 
monitor any changes in federal directives and will be prepared to resist any efforts to change our 
approach to community policing.” 
  
 This means whether the City succumbed to federal pressure would be solely up to the 
Mayor and Police Chief. With the Welcoming City Ordinance the City Council would need to 
approve any change in our commitment to Newton as One Welcoming Community. 
 
 What the Supreme Court is basically saying is that under our federal system of 
government, where states have a high degree of autonomy, the constitution protects us from what 
are essentially unfunded federal mandates, (and probably funded ones as well). Congress can’t 
create a program and saddle local government with even a part of the cost of implementing it.  
 
 D. What is the difference between Ordinance and the Statement if the federal government 
tries to punish us by cutting off our federal funding for not helping in the administration of 
federal immigration law? 
 
 The fact is no one knows what the federal government will do or even if it has the right to 
cut off funding for our non-cooperation. After all, The Supreme Court has held these forced 
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cooperation laws unconstitutional. It seems unlikely they would uphold laws that would punish 
us for failure to obey an unconstitutional law. 
  
 What is certain is that we will be in a stronger position to oppose undue federal pressure 
with the Ordinance than the Statement. The Ordinance has a clear prohibition against forced 
cooperation. 
 
 The Statement is unclear on resisting federal encroachment and therefore any city 
cooperation could be taken to be voluntary. 
 
 Finally under the Statement this or subsequent Mayors or Police Chiefs could unilaterally 
and without notice agree to assist Trump and the INS in their draconian plans. Under the 
Ordinance the matter would be deliberated by the Council openly and any change in this 
important area of public policy would require Council approval. 
 
 
 
 
 
 E. Won’t this Ordinance permit dangerous criminals to remain at large endangering 
public safety? 
 
 As we said in section B above both the Ordinance and the Statement make public safety 
the highest priority. But in one important respect the Ordinance is superior to the Statement in 
the area of public safety. 
 
 The One Newton Statement recognizes that: “In order for police to best protect the 
community, the channels of communication must be open so that individuals feel safe to report 
alleged crimes and to provide information when asked about a possible crime.”  
 
 If an otherwise law-abiding immigrant who does not have proper documentation is a 
victim to, or witness of a crime, we want that crime reported. Failure to do so not only endangers 
the victim, it endangers the public as a whole by allowing a criminal to remain at large. 
 
 But if a person is afraid to report the crime for fear of being imprisoned or deported, or if 
it is a domestic matter and there is fear that a family member might face the same fate, the whole 
community loses. That is why reporting law-abiding but undocumented immigrants to the federal 
government flies in the face of our objectives in community policing. 
 
 The strong prohibitions in the Welcoming City Ordinance ensure “that individuals feel 
safe to report alleged crimes and to provide information when asked about a possible crime.” 
 
 The One Newton Statement does not provide that assurance. 
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 F. How does that Newton case where the Appeals Court held the City couldn’t restrict a 
police officer’s discretion affect the Ordinance and the Statement? 
 
 The short answer is it doesn’t affect either.  
 
 In that case, Newton Police Association v Police Chief of Newton, the chief wanted 
certain police officers to write more tickets in high accident zones. The officers argued that 
statute 90C section 3(A)(1) meant it was up to them and not the chief to decide whether to write 
a ticket. The City argued that it “that the police chief is vested with inherent authority to 
….direct the members of the police force as to their respective …duties.” Otherwise there’d be 
chaos, and that therefore the chief could set up ticketing criteria and direct the officers to issue 
tickets under those circumstances. 
 
 The Appeals Court basically agreed with the City as a general rule that statutes like 90C 
3(A)(1) didn’t restrict the chief’s inherent authority.  
 
 But they said there was a unique glitch in the history of this particular statute. It seems 
that back in the good old days, after an officer wrote a ticket, the chief had up to three days to 
issue the ticket or downgrade it to a warning.  
 
 The Court noted that that meant it was open season on the chief and anyone with ties to 
him could call him up and say something like “Please I was only going 5 miles over the speed 
limit and everyone was going faster so please rip up my ticket.” The practice of “ticket fixing” 
became so pervasive that Gov. Volpe and the legislature put a stop to it by saying that issuance 
of a ticket was solely up to the officer not the chief. 
 
 But the Chief has the inherent power to do everything in the Welcoming Ordinance and 
the One Newton Statement.  
 
  
In conclusion, both approaches have the same underlying goals. But it is the Welcoming City 
Ordinance that in each instance provides Newton the best chance of achieving those goals and 
maintaining our City as a place that welcomes, indeed cherishes diversity.  
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*Be	it	ordained	by	the	City	Council	of	Newton	as	follows:	

The Revised Ordinances of the City of Newton are hereby amended in Chapter 2 by 
adding at the end thereof the following new article:  

Welcoming City  
 
 
 Sec 2-400. Purpose and Intent.  The City of Newton has long derived strength from its 
diverse community, including those who identify as immigrants.  Through the City’s 
commitment to social justice and inclusion, one of the City’s most important objectives is 
to enhance its relationship with all its residents, including immigrants and to make all of 
our residents, workers and visitors feel safe and secure.  Now, when the well-being of our 
hard working immigrants is again being jeopardized, we believe it is critical to reaffirm 
in this ordinance, our city’s commitment to fair treatment for all.  To accomplish this 
goal, we propose to join with cities and towns throughout the country in setting forth that 
our local officials and law enforcement will not be come partners with the US 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (“ICE”) to detain and deport immigrants, who 
have not committed a serious criminal offense, without the due process of law. This 
Ordinance seeks to clarify and codify the Newton Police’s community policing policies 
presented by the police chief and the Mayor.  
 
Sec 2-401. Definitions.     
 
As used in this ordinance, the following words and phrases shall mean and include: 
 
   “Administrative warrant” means an immigration warrant issued by ICE, or a successor 
or similar federal agency charged with enforcement of civil immigration laws, used as a 
non-criminal, civil warrant for immigration purposes. 
 
   Agency. “Agency” means every City department, agency, division, commission, 
council, committee, board, other body, or person established by authority of an 
ordinance, executive order, or City Council order. 
 
   Agent. “Agent” means any person employed by or acting on behalf of an agency. 
 
   Citizenship or immigration status. “Citizenship or immigration status” means all 
matters regarding questions of citizenship of the United States or any other country, the 
authority to reside in or otherwise be present in the United States, 
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   “ICE” means the United States Immigration and Customs Enforcement Agency and 
shall include any successor agency charged with the enforcement of civil immigration 
laws. 
 
   “Immigration detainer” means an official request issued by ICE, or other federal agency 
charged with the enforcement of civil immigration laws, to another federal, state or local 
law enforcement agency to detain an individual based on a violation of a civil 
immigration law. 
    
   “Serious violent felony: " means a violent felony for which there is no district court 
jurisdiction pursuant to M.G.L. ch. 218, § 26. 
 
 
 Sec 2-402.  Requesting or Maintaining Information Prohibited.  No City Agency, or 
agent shall request or maintain information about, or otherwise investigate or assist in the 
investigation of, the citizenship or immigration status of any person unless such inquiry is 
required by valid state or federal law or judicial decision.  
 
 Sec 2-403. Disclosing information prohibited.  Except as otherwise provided under  
valid federal law above in section 2-402, no City agency or agent shall disclose 
information regarding the citizenship or immigration status of any person. 
 
 
 Sec 2-404. Exceptions to Prohibitions. The prohibitions in Sec 2-402 and 2-403  shall 
not apply where the individual to whom such information pertains provides his or her 
consent (or if such individual is a minor, the consent of that person’s parent or guardian), 
where the information is necessary to provide a City service or where otherwise required 
by valid state or federal law or where permitted under section 2-402. 
 
 Sec 2-405.  Use of City Resources Prohibited.  No City Agency or agent shall use City 
funds, resources, facilities, property, equipment, or personnel to assist in the enforcement 
of federal civil immigration law or to gather or disseminate information regarding the 
citizenship or immigration status of any person, unless permitted under section 4-402.  
Nothing in this section shall prevent the City, including any agency, department, officer, 
employee or agent of the City, from lawfully discharging his or her duties in compliance 
with and in response to a lawfully issued judicial warrant or judicial subpoena. 
 
The prohibition in this Section shall include but not be limited to: 
 

(a) identifying, investigating, arresting, detaining, or continuing to detain a person 
solely on the belief that the person is not present legally in the United States 
or that the person has committed a civil immigration violation or that the 
person is deportable; 

(b) arresting, detaining, or continuing to detain a person based on any 
immigration detainer, federal administrative warrant, or any other such order 
or request in any form whatsoever or otherwise honoring any such detainer, 
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warrant or request to detain, interview or transfer to federal authorities without 
a judicial warrant any individual in City custody; 

(c) notifying federal authorities about the release or pending release of any person 
for immigration purposes; 

(d) providing federal authorities with non-public information about any person for 
immigration purposes; and 

(e) enforcing any federal program requiring the registration of individuals on the 
basis of religious affiliation or ethnic or national origin. 

(f) This section shall not apply when an investigation conducted by or 
information received by any City Agency indicates that the subject of the 
investigation 

1. Has an outstanding criminal warrant 
2. Has a prior conviction for a serious violent felony 
3. Is being investigated for terrorism. 

(g) Notwithstanding this, Newton Police Department may request information 
from ICE relating to an individual in custody within the context of a criminal 
investigation, and may release to ICE the minimum amount of information 
required to effectuate the request. 
  

 
 

 Sec 2-406.  Ordinance Not to Conflict with Federal Law.  Nothing in this ordinance 
shall be construed or implemented to conflict with any otherwise valid and enforceable 
duty and obligation imposed by a court order or any valid federal or applicable law.   
 
 
 Sec 2-407.  No Private Right of Action.  This ordinance does not create or form the 
basis of liability on the part of the City, its agencies or agents.  It is not intended to create 
any new rights for breach of which the City is liable for money or any other damages to 
any person who claims that such breach proximately caused injury.  The exclusive 
remedy for violation of this ordinance shall be through the City’s disciplinary procedures 
for employees under applicable City regulations, unless the agency, department, officer, 
employee or agent of the City is lawfully discharging his or her duties as set forth in Sec 
2-406.  
 
 Sec 2-408. Severability.  If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or portion 
of this ordinance is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by the decision of 
any court or competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the 
remaining portions of this ordinance.  The City Council of the City of Newton hereby 
declares that it would have adopted this ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, 
clause, phrase or portion thereof irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, 
subsections, sentences, clauses, phrases, or portions were to be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional. 
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RESOLUTION 
Affirming the City of Newton's Commitment 

To 
 Inclusiveness, Tolerance and Diversity 

 
 

Whereas, the City of Newton is a community rich in cultural, racial, and religious diversity, and 
 

Whereas, the City of Newton, has a long standing history of being inclusive and opposing 
discrimination and  
 

Whereas, the City Council recognizes that the recent election, the divisiveness and the 
resurgence of hate speech and acts has many in our community including our children, feeling 
scared, threatened, anxious and uneasy about their safety and status in our community, 
 

Now therefore be it resolved, that the that the City of Newton will continue to be a community 
that promotes tolerance and celebrates diversity and that the Newton City Council reaffirms its 
commitment to protect and keep safe all of its residents and will continue to welcome all 
peoples into our community regardless of race, ethnicity, national origin, religious beliefs, age, 
sexual orientation, disabilities, and gender. 
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